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hardly a liberal Democratic group, the Amer-
ican Chamber of Commerce in Shanghai—
I got two rounds of spontaneous applause,
and one of them was when I asked them to
work with the people of China so that they
could take a different route into the future
in terms of their energy use, so we could
save the planet, and that we did not have
to pollute the environment of China by see-
ing them make the same mistakes we’d made
to grow economically. And the business peo-
ple starting applauding. Why? Because they
knew I was telling the truth, and because
they’ve seen it with their own eyes in China,
because the number one health problem of
the children there are lung problems, bron-
chial problems, because of air pollution.

If you look at something that’s closer to
home in Florida, I’m really proud of the fact
that we had what I thought was a bipartisan
commitment to invest lots of Federal money
in the Everglades to help to save the Ever-
glades. It was part of our bipartisan balanced
budget agreement.

But in this year, as the present Republican
majority prepares their budget for next year,
they have so far rejected my call for more
investments in the Everglades, and they have
cast some votes which imply that they’re
going to walk away from the commitment
made last year to save the Everglades. Marjo-
rie Stoneman Douglas once said, ‘‘The Ever-
glades is a test; if we pass, we get to keep
the planet.’’ So far, Dick Gephardt and the
Democrats pass the Everglades test, and the
members of the other party, this year, have
so far flunked it. It’s not too late, and I hope
this dinner will send them a message to shape
up and do their part on the Everglades.

But these—I say this to you because I
wasn’t a particularly partisan person when I
went to Washington. I was a Governor. I was
used to working with Republicans and
Democrats. I was a Democrat by heritage,
instinct, and conviction, but I wanted people
to work together. And I thought I could learn
something from everybody. The atmosphere
in Washington is too partisan, and we have
blinders on—some of the decisionmakers not
doing what is plainly in the long-term best
interest of this country.

So I’m here today for these people because
they will choose progress over partisanship,
not because they all agree with me all the

time. Every Member of the Democratic cau-
cus in the House here tonight, every single
one of them has disagreed with me about
something that I felt fairly strongly about. I
don’t ask them all to be rubber stamps for
me. All I ask them to do is to be builders,
not wreckers; unifiers, not dividers.

And so I want—when you leave here to-
night, I want you to leave with some of these
issues that I have raised in your mind. If you
want a health care bill of rights and you want
us to be able to have managed care but still
protect the quality of health care, if you want
high-class education and you want the Na-
tional Government to do its part, if you don’t
want us to squander this balanced budget
until we have fixed Social Security, in short,
if you want us to build the country for the
21st century and put progress ahead of par-
tisanship, then you have made a very good
investment here tonight.

And when people ask you tomorrow morn-
ing or a month from now or 2 months from
now, why you did it, tell them you did it be-
cause you wanted the schools to be better,
because you wanted health care to be better,
because you wanted the environment to be
protected, because you wanted to build your
country for the 21st century. And if you pre-
vail, and if they prevail, I promise you this
country will be a better, stronger place.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Lt.
Gov. Buddy MacKay, candidate for Governor of
Florida, and his running mate for Lieutenant Gov-
ernor, former State Senator Rick Dantzler; Mayor
Alexander Penelas of Metro-Dade County; State
Attorney General Bob Butterworth; State Agri-
culture Commissioner Bob Crawford; and dinner
cohosts Lowell (Bud) Paxson, chairman, Paxson
Communications Corp., and his wife, Marla; and
actor Sylvester Stallone. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Remarks on the 200th Anniversary of
the United States Marine Corps
Band
July 10, 1998

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen. Please
be seated. Thank you so much, General
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Krulak. Colonel Foley, to the officials of the
Pentagon, the leaders of our military services,
Members of Congress, the Medal of Honor
winners, and especially to the Ingram fam-
ily—all of you who are here today—it’s a
great honor for Hillary and I to welcome you
to the White House on what is not only a
very important occasion for our Nation but
which, as you have heard from my wife and
others, is one of the most important occa-
sions for me personally since I’ve been Presi-
dent.

We’re also delighted to have a number of
distinguished composers in the audience of
music which has been played by our Marine
Band. And I can’t let the moment go by with-
out noticing that this is also the birthday of
the wife of the Commandant of the Marine
Corps. Mrs. Krulak, happy birthday to you.
We hope you have a great day.

On July 11, 1798, my predecessor and the
first President to live in the House just be-
hind me, John Adams, approved the bill es-
tablishing this band. As a footnote, I might
also add it established the Marine Corps
itself. Of course, the Marines had already
been proudly serving our people, starting
back in 1775.

Since its founding, the Marine Band’s his-
tory has been in large measure the history
of America. The band played at Thomas Jef-
ferson’s Inauguration in 1801 and hasn’t
missed a single one since. Jefferson was a
violin player who loved music almost as much
as he loved freedom. He named the band
‘‘The President’s Own,’’ and it has stuck ever
since.

The Marine Band was there to play ‘‘The
Marseillaise’’ when President John Quincy
Adams, in 1825, gave the first White House
toast ever, in honor of General Lafayette in
his services to the American Revolution. The
Marine Band was by President Abraham Lin-
coln’s side when he delivered the Gettysburg
Address.

The Marine Band were among the first
musicians ever to be captured for posterity
on Thomas Edison’s revolutionary phono-
graph. The Marine Band’s broadcasts were
a highlight of radio’s first years. The Marine
Band was at MIT in 1949 to accompany Win-
ston Churchill as he proudly sang every sin-
gle word of ‘‘The Marines’ Hymn.’’ And the

Marine Band led us in mourning in the fu-
neral procession for President Kennedy.

You have played for kings and prime min-
isters, in great halls overseas, for people in
parks and theaters across our country, nearly
every day, in so many different musical styles,
which you shared with us on this day. You’ve
accompanied great artists, from Sinatra to
Baryshnikov. It is entirely fitting that our Ma-
rine Band was among the very first class of
inductees into the American Classical Music
Hall of Fame. Through long summers you
play in oppressive heat, as you have today.
And you’re always ready to go on Inaugura-
tion Day, no matter how bitter the cold.

As time has marched on, you have com-
memorated changes in band leadership by
the passing of a cherished symbol: a gold-
tipped baton owned by your most famous
conductor. John Philip Sousa was born just
two blocks from the band’s home at the Ma-
rine Barracks here. He was a determined
young man who joined the band as an ap-
prentice musician at the age of 13, after his
father, one of the band’s trombonists, had
foiled his plot to run away with the circus.
Thank goodness Dad succeeded.

At age 25, after 5 years of touring with
orchestras and vaudeville shows, Sousa re-
turned to become the Marine Band’s direc-
tor, and he served there for 12 years. But
until his dying day, he never stopped con-
ducting or promoting music education or
fighting for composers’ rights. Just weeks be-
fore his death, at the age of 77, Sousa rose
at a gathering here in Washington to lead
this band in his greatest march, ‘‘The Stars
and Stripes Forever.’’

John Philip Sousa’s drive, his love of inno-
vation, his desire to thrill the crowd while
taking musical excellence to new heights, that
legacy still guides the United States Marine
Band. That spirit still keeps your music soar-
ing on the edge of a new century and a new
millennium. No President could fail to be
proud to say, you are ‘‘The President’s Own.’’

Happy birthday. Congratulations to all of
you. God bless you, and God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:34 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Gen. Charles C. Krulak, USMC,
Commandant, U.S. Marine Corps, and his wife,
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Zandra; Lt. Col. Timothy W. Foley, USMC, Di-
rector, United States Marine Band; and Congres-
sional Medal of Honor recipient Robert R.
Ingram. This item was not received in time for
publication in the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
July 11, 1998

Good morning. This week General Barry
McCaffrey, Attorney General Reno, and I
were in Atlanta to launch an unprecedented
antidrug campaign to ensure that when
young people watch television, listen to the
radio, read the newspaper, or surf the Web,
they will get the powerful message that drugs
are wrong, illegal, and can kill. They’re both
with me here today. This morning I’d like
to talk to you about how we are working to
sever the dangerous link between illegal
drugs and violent crime.

There is no greater threat to our families
and communities than the abuse of illegal
drugs. For the last 51⁄2 years, we’ve worked
hard to fight drugs on every front: on our
streets, in our schools, at our borders, in our
homes. We’ve made real progress. Today
there are 50 percent fewer Americans using
drugs than just 15 years ago.

This morning the Justice Department will
release a study that highlights several areas
where we have more work to do. On the posi-
tive side, it shows that crack cocaine, which
once ravaged whole neighborhoods, is now
on the decline. In Manhattan, for example,
the number of young criminals testing posi-
tive for crack cocaine dropped from 77 per-
cent in 1988 to just 21 percent last year.
However, abuse of methamphetamine—
after falling for 2 years—is now rising in the
West and Southwest. Clearly, we have more
to do.

In six cities where methamphetamine is
prevalent, we will help local governments at-
tack this outbreak with the same community
policing strategies that are allowing us to get
crack cocaine off the streets.

The Justice Department study also shows
that we must do more to make criminals
make a clean break from illegal drugs. The
study reports that between one-half and
three-quarters of the people charged with
crimes have drugs in their system at the time

of their arrest. We already know that many
of these offenders will commit more crimes
if they are released with their drug habits
intact. Now, if we want to continue to make
our communities safer, we simply must get
more crime-committing addicts to kick the
habit.

In 1989 Attorney General Reno helped to
pioneer one of the most successful ways of
getting criminals to give up drugs. Her inno-
vation, known as a drug court, gives non-
violent offenders a simple deal: If you submit
to regular drug testing, enroll in court-super-
vised drug treatment, and keep yourself
clean, you can stay out of jail; but if you fail
tests or fail to show up, you’ll be punished
to the full extent of the law.

In 1994, through our historic crime bill,
we helped to expand drug courts from a mere
handful back then to more than 400 today.
The results have been remarkable. In some
cities, drug court participants have recidi-
vism, or repeater rates, as low as 4 percent.

So today we’ll take another step to break
the cycle of drugs and crime by awarding
grants to build and enhance drug courts in
more than 150 communities across our Na-
tion. To stop the revolving door of crime and
narcotics, we must make offenders stop abus-
ing drugs.

Now Congress must get involved. I’ve
asked Congress to fund an $85 million testing
and treatment initiative like the ones passed
just this year in Connecticut and Maryland,
initiatives that will help to support even more
drug courts, as well as mandatory drug treat-
ment and testing programs for probationers,
prisoners, and parolees. So far, Congress has
taken no action on this request, despite the
indisputable evidence that mandatory drug
testing and treatment works for probationers,
prisoners, and parolees, and that drug courts
clearly work.

I know all Members of Congress, regard-
less of party, want drug use and crime in
America to keep going down. On Thursday
Speaker Gingrich stood with us in Atlanta
and pledged to attack the Nation’s drug prob-
lem in a nonpartisan manner. The best way
to do that is for Congress to work with me
in the remaining days of this legislative ses-
sion to create even more drug courts and to
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